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2.1 INTRODUCTION

The Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) Transportation Planning Division (TPD) is
conducting the Eastern Arizona Regional Framework Study as one of a series of framework
studies to address multimodal transportation needs across the state of Arizona. Each
framework study will address multimodal transportation needs to identify long-range
transportation needs of the state highway system, roads of regional significance, and public
transportation systems. The transportation needs for this study are being identified and
evaluated for a planning horizon to the year 2050. Based on the identified needs,
improvement projects will be identified. Improvement projects may consist of modifications
to existing systems or the establishment of new facilities and services.

The purpose of this working paper is to develop an understanding of the existing and future
conditions within the Eastern Arizona Framework Study area. This encompasses an overview
of the environmental context of the study area, including a description of the area’s
geology, topography, hydrology, natural infrastructure, and air quality, as well as
identification of any hazardous material locations. This working paper also includes
generalized land use patterns throughout the three focus areas, as collected through
analysis of aerial photography and review of existing studies and plans.

An overview of the existing multi-modal transportation infrastructure for the Eastern Arizona
Framework Study area includes a description of the existing aviation facililties, major
roadway system, public transportation systems, rail infrastructure, and bicycle and
pedestrian facilities. Additionally major programmed (committed or funded) short-term
roadway improvements in the study area have been identified, as shown in current local
Transportation Improvement Progarms (TIPs), Capital Improvement Progams (CIPs), and
the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).

2.1.1 Study Area

The Eastern Arizona Framework Study area, as shown in Figure 2-1, encompasses south
eastern Arizona south of Interstate 40 (1-40) and east of Maricopa, Pinal, and Pima
counties, an area of approximately 29,000 square miles. The study area includes portions of
Apache, Navajo, Pinal, Gila, Coconino, and Yavapai counties and all of Santa Cruz, Cochise,
Graham, and Greenlee counties. The study area overlaps with South Eastern Arizona
Governments Organization (SEAGO), Central Arizona Association of Governments (CAAG),
and Northern Arizona Council of Governments (NACOG).

The study area has been further divided into three focus areas: the Mogollon Rim Focus
Area, the Copper Country Focus Area, and the Cochise-Santa Cruz Focus Area, also shown
on Figure 2-1. The focus areas are shown in detail on Figures 2-2, 2-3, and 2-4, which show
general land ownership and municipal planning area boundaries.
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